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Introduction

For our future work, we will need to fix the terminology. Here comes a first bunch of terms and descriptions, sorted by topics. 

Web services

Web services are software systems designed to support machine-to-machine interaction over a network. 

CLARIN will support web services that:

1. Follow the W3C definition. http://www.w3.org/2002/ws/#documents
2. Follow any of these protocols or architectures:

a. SOAP 

i. http://www.w3.org/TR/soap/
b. REST 

i. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Representational_State_Transfer
ii. http://www.ics.uci.edu/~fielding/pubs/dissertation/rest_arch_style.htm
iii. http://www.xfront.com/sld036.htm
Clarin’s aim is to support web services as described to promote the use of language resources and technologies that can interoperate with the minimal user intervention. Our aim is to move forward from the use of web applications and build powerful tools using web services and workflows which is not possible with web applications

Mirrored web service

Exact copy of a web service running in another autonomous system.

Alternative web service

Web service that can perform the same job than another web service in a particular context.

Web Service Input

Set of parameters that a web service needs for performing an operation

Web service Output

Object or simple value returned by a Web service encapsulating the result of an operation.

Input/Output conversion

Conversion required to adapt a certain set of data to be the input of a web service operation. 

Converter

Web service that does the input/output conversion between 2 or more formats.

Web service rating

Mark given to a web service by the community of users that shows how satisfactory it is. Rating is from 0 (poor) to 5 (very good).

Web Service workflow

Workflow is a definition of a process in a particular language. It is done in a non-ambiguous way. That process is composed mainly by web services operations.

A workflow is only the definition of a process. 

Since the workflow definition is made in a non-ambiguous way, different programs can execute it delivering the same results. It means that workflows can be shared between different applications.

Workflow Description

Description of a web services workflow process using a specific language. 

Workflow Editor

Software system that helps the user in the creation of workflow descriptions files.

Workflow SMART Editor

Software system that not only helps the user in the creation of workflow descriptions files but also helps and advices about the way of creating the workflow.

Example: User connects two web services using first’s output with second’s input. Metadata stored in the registry specifies that this operation is not possible without a conversion. Also the registry contains info about converters available. The editor must be aware of that and introduce a conversion tool between the web services. That can be done without user’s interaction at all. 

SMART editors are possible since the Registry will contain all the required metadata for taking decisions automatically. 

Workflow Engine

Software system that executes the process described in a workflow description. Some Workflow engines are designed for getting user interaction and some others are design for executing workflows in a batch mode.

Workflow Workbench

Software system based on the conjunction of a workflow editor and a workflow engine.

User profiles
Set of settings of a software system according to a certain type of user.

Basic User:

The one that has minimum knowledge about CLARIN platform and needs all possible help from workflow applications.
Advanced User: 

The one that has knowledge about CLARIN platform and wants to take its own decisions in some aspects related to the workflows.

Expert User: 

The one that has knowledge for every question or decision that could be required in a CLARIN workflow.

Developer User:

The one that has knowledge for modification of the tools offered by CLARIN.

� “In � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Software_engineering" \o "Software engineering" �software engineering�, a Web application is an � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Application_software" \o "Application software" �application� that is accessed via � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_browser" \o "Web browser" �Web browser� over a network such as the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet" \o "Internet" �Internet� or an � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intranet" \o "Intranet" �intranet�. It is also a computer software application that is coded in a browser-supported language (such as � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HTML" \o "HTML" �HTML�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JavaScript" \o "JavaScript" �JavaScript�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Java_%28programming_language%29" \o "Java (programming language)" �Java�, etc.) and reliant on a common web browser to render the application � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executable" \o "Executable" �executable�.”


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_application" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_application�
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